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TAFE FUNDING — PRIORITY 1 OCCUPATIONS LIST 

471. Mr F.M. LOGAN to the Minister for Training and Workforce Development: 
I have a supplementary question. Does the minister not believe that the increase in fees to which I have referred 
will discourage people from taking up training in state-listed priority 1 occupations that would benefit the 
community, such as enrolled nursing, motor mechanics and civil and structural engineering?  

Mr D.T. REDMAN replied: 
When creating the budget, the government could have decided to reduce the number of training places in 
Western Australia. The government chose not to do that, because we believe that training is critical and 
important. We wanted to maintain the level of training despite what is happening with the softening of the 
economy. That was a really important position to take. We have changed the fees. Evidence in other states 
suggests that there has not been a big shift in access to that training. That said, it is an area that we are 
monitoring extremely closely to ensure that if there are shifts and changes—if we are concerned about those 
shifts and changes—we can make adjustments. The member referred to the nursing diploma course. In fact, it 
costs only $1 000 to get a certificate IV qualification. There is also a diploma course that costs $8 000. If a 
person chooses to do a diploma course at the start of next year, that person can access vocational education fee 
and training help from the commonwealth government, which will help in that training package. It is 
considerably less than studies at universities, which cost tens of thousands of dollars.  
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